Dear Mayor Tregl e:

Thank you for your comments during the M ssissippi R ver
Commi ssi on public nmeeting held in Mdrgan Gity, Louisiana, on
August 23, 2001. In your statenent you di scussed several itens
of concern to the Gty of Morgan City.

The Lake Pal ourde project is a prine exanple of positive
cooperation anong the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers, Louisiana
Department of Natural Resources, St. Mary and St. Martin
Pari shes, and Mdrgan City. Construction of the rock retention
dike was initiated on July 7, and placenent of dredged materi al
began on August 31, 2001. The Corps estimates conpl etion of
these activities in October 2001. Currently the Corps
anticipates the need to place a “cap” of sand over the energent
| and in Septenber 2002. Upon conpletion of this placenent of
material, the project will be conplete.

The Atchafal aya River and Bayous Chene, Boeuf, and Bl ack
Reconnai ssance Study is schedul ed for conpletion in Septenber
2001. In this study, the Corps is addressing the feasibility
of deepening the navigation project to depths of up to 35 feet,
based on navigation benefits. |If the conclusions of this
prelimnary analysis are that a deeper channel is economcally
justified and environnental |y acceptable, the Corps would
proceed to the nore detailed feasibility studies to further
devel op the plan. Flood control benefits will also be
considered in the feasibility study.

The Corps dredges the channel to a bottom el evati on of
—-24 feet nmean low gulf (M.G. This is done by accounting for
2 feet of advance nmai ntenance and by allow ng the dredge 2 feet
of overdepth. Due to the rapid return of |ight, suspended
sediments, or “fluff,” into the bar channel, the New Ol eans
District is considering additional advance mai ntenance to avoid



frequent dredging. Prior to authorization and approval of
addi ti onal advance nmmi ntenance, a cost analysis nust be
performed to ensure the | east overall cost of maintaining the
project. To address this, the U S. Arny Corps of Engi neers'’
Engi neer Research and Devel opnent Center (ERDC) in Vicksburg,

M ssi ssippi, is conducting a study to evaluate the effects of
fluff on the channel and nmeans of inproving the operability of
the channel. The 15-nonth study is designed to determ ne, anong

ot her things, whether dredging deeper will result in keeping the
| ayer of fluff below the authorized channel depth and how
rapidly the fluff returns to the channel follow ng nmai ntenance
dredging. While awaiting the results of the ERDC study, the
Corps has inplenmented two interimsolutions to mnimze the
fluff problem First, the nunber of dredging events in the bar
channel was increased this fiscal year fromtwo to three.
Second, the Corps is investigating use of an interim disposal
site to the west of the navigation channel. The Port of Morgan
City is concerned that the near-shore currents, which nove from
east to west, transport the dredged material fromthe current

di sposal area back into the channel

There are several pipelines that cross the bar channel at
skewed angles, resulting in the pipelines occupying a |onger
"effective length"” of channel than if the crossings were
perpendi cul ar to the channel. The top-of-pipe elevations are
as shallow as -27 feet MLG As a result, the Corps cannot
dredge to the usual -24 feet M.G over the effective | ength of
channel crossing. The analysis of additional advance
mai nt enance that the Corps is performng will include the cost
of relocating these pipelines.

The prelimnary draft feasibility report for the Lower
At chaf al aya Basin Reeval uation Study is currently under review
by the Leadership G oup. As requested by sone nenbers of the
Leadershi p G oup, the Corps extended the review period from
August 30 to Cctober 30, 2001. The draft report is schedul ed
for submi ssion to the M ssissippi River Conmm ssion by the New
Oleans District in Decenber 2001. The draft report recomrends
the inplenentation of a “barrier | evee” to provide protection
agai nst backwater flooding fromthe Atchafalaya R ver to the
areas east of Morgan City. Features of the recommended pl an
include a levee fromMrgan City to G bson, with floodwal |Is



t hrough residential and comercial areas; a |ock or floodgate
where the | evee would cross the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway (mle
89); a punp station and | ock conmplex in Bayou Boeuf at Aneli a;
and a punp station on the Elliot Jones Canal near G bson. The
estimated cost of the barrier |levee is approxi mately

$152, 000, 000 and, if authorized for construction, would be

i npl enented over a nunber of years.



Thank you again for your presentation and the warm wel cone
to Morgan City. The Conmmi ssion appreciates receiving your
coments and | ooks forward to hearing fromyou at our future
public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Brigadier Ceneral, U S Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissippi
Ri ver Conmi ssi on



